
 

 
 
 
 

24 April 2008 
Quarantine & Biosecurity Review Secretariat 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
CANBERRA  ACT  2601 

 
Re: Quarantine and Biosecurity Review 

 
The Veterinary Manufacturers and Distributors Association thanks the Secretariat for the 
opportunity to comment on this Review. VMDA is a member-driven organisation, and members are 
encouraged to contribute to the successful future of the Animal Health Industry by sharing their 
concerns and expertise with colleagues. The majority of member Companies are manufacturers 
operating in NSW, Victoria, Queensland and South Australia. Current membership consists of 29 
manufacturers, 4 consultant member Companies (that service manufacturers) and 3 wholesalers 
that operate in a number of States.   
 
Of the 29 manufacturers, 4 are international Companies and their turnover in Australia varies from 
approximately $10 million to $65 million per annum. The bulk of the manufacturing membership 
consists of small to medium Australian-owned enterprises whose individual turnover of registrable 
Animal Health products varies from $1 million to $10 million. In addition, some manufacturer 
members are also members of PIAA, the Pet Industry Association of Australia, whom VMDA 
represents at Industry forums such as the Industry Liaison Committee of the Australian Pesticides 
& Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA). In terms of total turnover, this grouping represents 
almost half of the Australian Animal Health market. 
 
However, while our membership is perhaps small in number, it routinely deals with products and 
materials of the highest risk to Australian agriculture; biological raw ingredients and finished goods 
that are administered as vaccines by injection to target species livestock (including poultry) and 
pets.  
 
In the conduct of their business, VMDA members may routinely deal with AQIS who act as a 
ñprimary regulatorò, especially the Biologicals Program within Animal and Plant Quarantine. 
Members may only import biological raw materials and/or finished goods (vaccines) if they have an 
appropriate AQIS-issued Permit and if they are able to comply with the conditions specified by that 
Permit, such as holding or processing the materials through a Quarantine Approved Premise 
(QAP). 
 
For the information of the Secretariat, it should be noted that finished vaccines for Animal Health 
usage are also subject to approval and registration by the APVMA, who additionally review some 
of the same material/product issues as AQIS, and with a similar perspective. APVMA also assess 
biological ingredients, extraneous agents testing, methods of sterilisation, manufacturing process 
and premises. 
 
VMDA notes the broad-spectrum nature of this review and is highly supportive that the review 
should be conducted. However, we indicate that we will only be able to offer informed opinion and 
proposal in regards some of the matters which the Committee will review. We trust that these 
comments are of assistance.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Bob Schufft 
Executive Director 


